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Legal Opinion 2022-016 
 
 

TO: City Council, Ellen Buchanan, Dale Bickell, Leigh Griffing, Department City 
Clerk, Department MRA, Department Mayor’s Office 

 
CC: Department Attorney 
 
FROM: Jim Nugent, City Attorney 
 
DATE  August 25, 2022 
 
RE: PURSUANT TO MONTANA STATE LAW THE MISSOULA CITY COUNCIL 

ELECTED TO HAVE CITY URBAN RENEWAL POWERS EXERCISED BY 
AN URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 

 

 
FACTS: 
 
During the Wednesday August 24, 2022 city council committee of the whole meeting there was 
some confusion and misunderstanding about the city urban renewal agency and the role of the 
mayor. 
 
ISSUE(S): 
 
How was the Missoula urban renewal agency created? 
 
CONCLUSION(S): 
 
The City of Missoula urban renewal agency was created by Missoula City Council resolutions 
3778 and 3779 in 1978 stating that it was “in the best interest of the public” as declared by 
Missoula City council resolution.  In addition, pursuant to Missoula City Council resolution set 
forth a lengthy itemization of eighteen (18) areas of urban renewal powers to be assigned to and 
exercised by the Missoula urban renewal agency.    
 
LEGAL DISCUSSION: 
 
Current Montana state municipal urban renewal powers are set forth in title 7, chapter 15, parts 
42 and 43 MCA.  As codified in MCA there are sixteen pages of Montana municipal urban 
renewal laws.  
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Pursuant to sections 7-15-4231 and 7-15-4232 MCA a municipal local government city council 
as the local governing body of the municipal entity is empowered to create an urban renewal 
agency if the city council determines it to be in the public interest to do so. The city council may 
designate the urban renewal agency to exercise municipal urban renewal powers pursuant to an 
urban renewal agency, rather than by a city department.   
 
Pursuant to Missoula City Council resolutions 3778 and 3779 adopted May 22, 1978 the 
Missoula City Council declared that it was “in the best interest of the public to have”  “urban 
renewal project powers exercised by an urban renewal agency”. 
 
Missoula City Council resolution 3779 created an urban renewal agency and explicitly assigns 
eighteen (18) areas of powers that the urban renewal agency is authorized to exercise. Montana 
state law provides powers as well. 
 
Earlier that year on January 23, 1978, the Missoula City Council had adopted a city council 
resolution 3737 declaring that a blighted area existed within the Missoula city limits and that 
rehabilitation and redevelopment of the area was necessary in the interest of the public health, 
safety, and welfare of the residents of the City of Missoula. 
 
Each of the three Missoula City Council resolutions are attached hereto. 
 
CONCLUSION(S): 
 
The City of Missoula urban renewal agency was created by Missoula City Council resolutions 
3778 and 3779 in 1978 stating that it was “in the best interest of the public” as declared by 
Missoula City Council resolution.  In addition, pursuant to Missoula City Council resolution set 
forth a lengthy itemization of eighteen (18) areas of urban renewal powers to be assigned to and 
exercised by the Missoula urban renewal agency.    
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